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[bookmark: _GoBack]What is the origins (or causes) of the BLM movement? 
[bookmark: _Ref9444200]The BLM movement began in 2013 after George Zimmerman, the officer who shot dead an African-American teen Trayvon Martin was acquitted of the murder. The movement was started with Facebook hashtag #BlackLivesMatter[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Hillstrom, Laurie Collier. Black Lives Matter: From a Moment to a Movement. ABC-CLIO, 2018. 
 ] 

● What are the purpose, message, and mission of the movement? 
The purpose of the BLM movement is to campaign against violence and racism towards black people. They hold protests to highlight the broad issues of police brutality, racial inequality, and profiling. 
The BLM mission is to foster connection between the black people as well as their allies in the fight against anti-racism of blacks, encourage a dialogue among black people, and encourage social action and engagement. 
● What tactics and methods does the movement use to help spread its message? 
BLM has significantly used social media, particularly using hashtag activism, to reach a large number of people. 
Tactics
Social media and internet
Twitter hashtags and memes have been used as the major tactic of activism in garnering support for the Black Lives Matter movement.
Direct Action
These tactics involve protests and rallies to address the issue even though these actions tend to make people uncomfortable. 
Media
Songs and documentary films have been used as rally calls at demonstrations and various activists and artists affiliated with BLM movement respectively.
● How has the media portrayed and followed BLM? 
Several TV movies and films have highlighted the BLM issues and purpose. For example, Scandal television drama depicted BLM in an episode in 2015, which showed a police officer shooting an unarmed teenager. Empire TV Drama also aired an episode in season 3 episode 2 in 2016 which portrayed BLM where officers harass the character Andre Lyon for moving boxes outside his home even having done nothing wrong[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Bennett-Swanson, Meredith. "Media Coverage of Black Lives Matter." Critique. Illinois State (2017). 
 ] 

● What are some successes of BLM? 
The BLM movement has led to a significant change in politics and both locally and nationally. Through the movement, high-profile corrupt prosecutors have been ousted. 
 ● What are some failures of BLM?
They involve themselves with other movement groups such as the LGBT. The BLM initially was focused on law enforcement and involving themselves with other group movements, dilutes their purpose and mission. 
What do its critics say of BLM? 
The BLM movement has faced a lot of criticism including their tactics and purpose from black civil rights leaders including Earl Ofari Hutchison and Rev. Cecil Murray, who has criticized BLM’s tactics. Some other critics accuse the BLM as being anti-police. Others argue that the movement is based on a premise which is not true because according to the database of police shootings most of the people shot as a result of resisting arrest violently 49.9 percent were Whites while 26 percent were blacks[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  Washington, Savanna. "Black Lives Matter: How the Portrayal of Race in the US Media Frames Racial Opinion, Discourse, and Violence." In Proceedings of International Academic Conferences, no. 3605932. International Institute of Social and Economic Sciences, 2016. ] 

● What do you feel BLM could be doing to help the situation?
I feel that BLM should be adopting a strategy to end the policing system which supports brutality instead of protesting every time shooting or something happens
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